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Westcott has a population of over 
2,000 and this is the only magazine 
written specifically for the Westcott 
area by the people of Westcott.  It 
is hand delivered, free of charge, to 
every household and further copies 
are available at the church, local 
shops, pub and doctor’s surgery.

If you have any articles, photos, 
letters, etc that you think we may  
like to feature in the next issue,  
please email the Editor on:

editor@westcottmag.com
But please note, publication will     
always be subject to space and at 
the discretion of the Editor.

Copy deadline for 
September issue:

8th August 2026

This magazine, published by the 
Church in Westcott, is printed on 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
accredited paper from a sustainable 
source. The views expressed are 
those of the individual writers and 
do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Church, Editor or Westcott 
residents.

‘Cat in the Churchyard’ by Maria Peskett
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FROM THE EDITOR
Well, we made it! I 
know June is meant 
to be summer but it 
hasn’t felt like it so far, 
so I am making an 
executive decision 
and declaring July as 

the start of summer  proper. 

Sadly we have the obituaries of three 
well-known members of the village  
community this month, Roger Christian, 
Terry Wooden and Janet Philpin, all of 
whom contributed enormously to life in 
Westcott over many years. Thay will all 
be sorely missed.

Don’t miss the Gardeners’ Club 
Summer Show on July 4th, there are 

lots of classes to enter, whether you 
grow, bake or craft. The village coffee 
morning keeps going through the 
summer, on 1st July and 5th August.

I have had lots of photos sent in over the 
last couple of months that there hasn’t 
been space to show off properly so I 
have put them all in together in this issue, 
have a look on pages 31-35 if you’ve sent 
anything in lately. The cover photo has 
a cat hidden somewhere - as ever no 
prizes bar the satisfaction of spotting it - I’ll 
let you know where it was in September 
so you’ve plenty of time to look!

Have a great summer,
Cath

editor@westcottmag.com

Balchins Lane Off Street Party

In the absence of any royal jubilee or another excuse 
for a party, the Balchins Lane Gang decided to get 
together anyway for an off-street Street Party on Sunday 
14th June. Around 45 residents gathered to share food 
and meet each other - several for the first time. It was a 

convivial afternoon in the June sunshine!
Anna Kemkers
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THE CHURCH OF SAINT WHO?

Have you ever stopped and 
contemplated how strange it is 
that some of the grandest, most 
beautiful and impressive buildings in 
our midst are named - not after our 
great kings, public figures or military 
heroes – but a ragtag collection 
of working-class men and women 
from the ancient Middle East.
Admittedly, being 
Westcott, our 
church building is 
named after the 
full Holy Trinity – we 
are nothing if not 
thorough here – but 
we are surrounded 
by churches in the 
nearby towns and 
villages which are named after, 
respectively: John (fisherman), 
James (also a fisherman), Paul 
(made tents for a living), Mary (mum 
of around 7 children), Barnabus 
(owned some fields) and Martin 
(soldier who gave his cloak away to 
a beggar). 
Does this not strike you as somewhat 
odd? Most people who are 
remembered from history are the 
great and the good – rulers, heroes, 
philosophers, authors and the 
like. Not people who came from 
ordinary backgrounds.

...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

One of the extraordinary things 
about Christianity – whether you 
believe its central claims or not – 
is that 2000 years later there is an 
abundance of these buildings 
named after such people. There 
are sociological explanations for 
such things which get you part 
way to unpicking the strangeness 
of this phenomenon, but I find 
them unsatisfactory without 
the additional footnote that 
something of significance took 
place 2000 years ago for these 
ordinary people to leave a legacy 
of such proportions on our planet. 

These were not the 
people you would 
single out to launch 
and sustain a new 
religious movement 
– and yet the world 
is fundamentally 
different because 
of the message 
they carried. 

“IT IS A PLACE I OFTEN GET A 

SENSE OF THE PRESENCE OF 

GOD AND FEEL AN UNUSUAL 

PEACE – AND I PRAY YOU 

MAY AS WELL.”
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...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

I find it hard to explain away their 
impact apart from taking seriously 
their claim that the Jesus they 
followed really was raised from the 
dead, and that a power beyond our 
human understanding equipped 
them to share this message far and 
wide. If what they claimed to have 
witness did happen then it changes 
everything.
I hope you enjoy the summer months 
whether you are travelling or staying 
local. If you stumble across an open 
church building, why not pop in and 
explore. Bonus points for anyone 
who visits a place named after a 
particularly obscure local saint!

Before I go, can I take the 
opportunity to thank everyone who 
helps keep Holy Trinity Westcott 
open for people to explore and 
pray in during the week. There are 
an amazing team of people who 
keep the church unlocked, clean, 
filled with flowers, and as a space 
for you to use. If you want space 
to sit and reflect over the summer 
then please do make use of it. It 
is a place I often get a sense of 
the presence of God and feel an 
unusual peace – and I pray you 
may as well.

Every blessing,
Rev Tim. 
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8.30am  Book of Common Prayer Communion, A  warm 
welcome in our beautiful, traditional service.

10.15am Friendly, relaxed service, using Common Worship 
and a range of music styles. This service is also livestreamed 
on Zoom.

For 10:15am Zoom service connection, please 
scan this QR code, or visit the Online Services 
page of thechurchinwestcott.org.uk and 
follow the link.
The church is open every day, 9am-4pm for      

  private prayer & reflection.

JULY & AUGUST SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY

DATE THEME 8:30AM 10:15AM
5th 
July

Acts & History Book of Common Prayer 
Communion

Communion with 
Sunday Club

12th 
July

Acts & History Book of Common Prayer 
Communion

20-20-20 with Breakfast

19th 
July

Acts & History Book of Common Prayer 
Communion

Morning Worship with 
Baptism and Sunday 
Club

26th 
July

Acts & History Book of Common Prayer 
Communion

Communion with 
Sunday Club

2nd 
Aug

Acts & History Book of Common Prayer 
Communion

Morning Prayer 

9th 
Aug

Acts & History Book of Common Prayer 
Communion

20-20-20

16th 
Aug

Acts & History Book of Common Prayer 
Communion

Morning Prayer 

23rd 
Aug

Acts & History Book of Common Prayer 
Communion

Communion 

30th 
Aug

Acts & History Book of Common Prayer 
Communion

Communion 
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Wednesdays 10am Communion at St John’s

MIDWEEK PRAYER & WORSHIP

B U I L D I N G
F R I E N D S H I P S

S H A R I N G
L I F E
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT



9

THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

The Church in Westcott is part of the Westcott Good Neighbour Scheme and 
we are always here for a chat, prayer, pastoral need. 

Debt advice: Paul Stacey (paulstacey88@gmail.com)
Holy Trinity Pastoral Assistants: Mark Shakespeare (01306 888010)

For help, or more information, please contact 

Tim Armstrong, Vicar: vicar@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk
or visit thechurchinwestcott.org.uk

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Baptism:

24th May  Jasper Lloyd Xavier Montgomery

Death:

24th December 2024 John Crook (61)

FLOODLIGHTING

The July floodlighting has been sponsored by Margaret, Catriona, Kirsty and 
Robert to mark the anniversary of Murray’s death.
There’s been no sponsorship of the church floodlighting for August. 

If you’d like to sponsor the floodlighting for August, or any other month, please 
contact Sarah Massey at admin@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk.  (Suggested 
donation of £75 to Westcott Church Funds.)



10

Would you like to

to people’s lives?

£25.38 – £30.40 per visit

Petrol allowance and paid travel time

Minimum call time – 2 hours

Excellent training provided

Benefits include: Pension scheme, health scheme, holiday pay, shop discounts

make a real difference 
If so, come and �or� for Home Instead Epsom and Mole Valley,

a 	 star employer, rated as outstanding by the Care Quality Commission.

Dorking, Westcott, Westhumble, Capel

Call: 01372 741 544
Ema�l: maggie.adenmosun@emv.homeinstead.co.uk
homeinstead.co.uk/epsom-mole-valley
Each Home Instead franchise office is independent�y owned and operated.

Copyri�ht � Home Instead ���	.
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SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL
The Teddy Bears’ picnic was a great 
success. A huge thank you to the 
amazing team of parent volunteers 
who facilitated this brilliant event, 
raising vital funds to support the 
school whilst creating a wonderful 
experience for the families too.  

The enriching experiences at school 
have continued in the last month 
with a visit from the police service 
for our children in Bees and Otters 
as part of their outreach service to 
support our PSHE curriculum. 

We celebrated David Attenborough’s 
birthday and thought about how he 
embodies our school values, and 
children in Otters & Hedgehogs 
benefitted from golf tuition from a 

The children at Surrey Hills have had 
an exciting few weeks! The school 
council ran a talent showcase for the 
children; over half the children took 
part in various roles from performing, 
to backstage support to compering 
the event! We were treated to an 
afternoon of gymnastics, dancing, 
singing, comedy and Ukrainian!  

The staff were incredibly proud of the 
children for the confidence showed 
when performing and the values 
exuded by the children in audience 
to support their peers. It was a 
wonderful afternoon!  
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   SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)
PGA professional and infants have 
enjoyed their forest school sessions 
where they have planted sunflowers 
and potatoes. Please do follow 
our social media profile on either 
Instagram or Facebook to find out 
more about what happens at the 
school.  

The children in Y6 took part in their 
statutory assessments and we were 
proud of the way in which they 
applied themselves. They are now 
eagerly anticipating a range of 
events to celebrate the end of their 

primary experience, ahead of their 
transition to secondary school in 
September.  

We are looking forward to hosting 
afternoon tea for our team of 
volunteers in the locality who support 
the school in a range of ways. We 
are incredibly grateful for your time, 
energy and expertise!  

Kelly Frost
Headteacher

                
	            
         Dorking Local History Group

The DLHG continues its popular programme of both live and Zoom talks 
on a fascinating range of topics.  These are free to members, but non-
members are welcome. The upcoming date before a short summer break 
is:

• Restoring the Art Deco Richmond Station: Live talk by Benny O’Looney, 
a practicing architect and a teacher at the prestigious Architectural 
Association, who led the restoration of this fabulous art deco building. 
Monday 6th July at Crossways Community Baptist Church, Junction Road, 
Dorking RH4 3HB, 7.15 for 7.30pm, £2 at the door for non-members. 

For further details of talks and other activities – or to join DLHG – go to 
https://dlhg.org.uk.
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01483 562722
enquiries@margravellp.co.uk

www.margravellp.co.uk

The Old Post Office, 130 Epsom Road
Guildford, Surrey GU1 2PT

MARGRAVE SOLICITORS LLP

•  Wills, Trusts and Probate

•  Lasting Powers of Attorneys

•  Court of Protection matters

•  Care Fee advice

•  Advising Attorneys / Deputies

•  Non-mortgage related 
residential conveyancing

Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 
SRA number 533213

...

About us Our services

Wills

Asset Protection

Lasting Powers of Attorney

Advice regarding Enduring Powers of Attorney

Court of Protection - Deputyships/Statutory Wills

Probate and Trusts

Funding for Care & Nursing

Carer's Rights

Conveyancing (where no mortgage involved)

Before we meet

When you meet with us you will be expected 
to provide identification, usually your passport
or driving licence, and a utility account dated
within the last three months. This is a legal 
requirement under the money laundering rules.

You will receive our Terms of Business so you 
know what to expect and how much we charge.  
More details may be found on our website. 

CALL 01483 562722 to make an appointment

www.jennifermargrave.co.uk

Jennifer Margrave
Solicitors LLP

enquiries@jennifermargrave.co.uk

Our professional memberships include:-

For many years Jennifer Margrave Solicitors 
LLP has provided legal advice to older people 
and their families, specialising in living with 
dementia, wills and trusts, provision of care 
and asset protection. Jennifer Margrave set 
up the practice in 1995 and following her 
retirement in 2018 Joanne Mason and Julie 
Orgill continue as the partners of the firm. 

A team of legal and support staff offer a vast 
wealth of knowledge relating to wills and 
inheritance tax planning, lasting powers of 
attorneys, probate and trusts, asset protection 
and advice on funding for nursing care.
  
We have a conveyancer who can offer 
assistance with buying or selling property 
where there is no mortgage involved.
  
Court of Protection matters are also 
undertaken which may include applications 
for deputyships when no power of attorney is 
in place or statutory will applications. We also 
manage the affairs of clients who may have 
nobody else to act for them.  

C

M

Y
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MY

CY

CMY

K

Jennifer Margrave Solicitors - Outside page - R1.pdf   1   12/03/2019   10:42:02

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

Dorking Pest Control
 Services Local Authority Approved Contractors

Experts in pest control 
throughout Surrey 

	 Office:	01306 743001
	 Ivor:	07710 117491
	 Chris:	07971 519415

Our Services Include:
Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

• Domestic, Commercial and Industrial

• Contract Work

• Preventative Control Programmes

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

• Felling • Tree Surgery 
• Pruning • Hedge • Cutti  ng

• All Types of Fencing Supplied & Erected 
• Fully Insured Free Esti mates

Tel: 01403 824048 
Mobile: 07714 689 824

CHEAP HARDWOOD 
LOGS FOR SALE
www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk
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SUMMER 
SCOOPS FOR 
EVERYONE

Gelato in  July

www.kingfisherfarmshop.com | info@kingfisherfarmshop.com

‘Kingfisher’ Farm Shop
Flower Shop

Call William Tooth  
07984  

883 555
Westcott, Dorking

For professional garden design advice from project  
inception to completion, including planting schemes  

that support wildlife habitats and edible gardens.

With experience of creating many elegant and  
imaginative gardens in Westcott and the Surrey Hills.  

Please get in touch and I will be happy to discuss your needs.

Helen Thomas Garden Design
m. 07771962221

www.helenthomasdesign.co.uk
helen@helenthomasdesign.co.uk

The next two full moons will be 
the Buck Moon (named after 

the male deer antlers growing 
this month) on 29th July, and 
the Sturgeon Moon (as the fish 

used to be plentiful at this time) 
on 28th August
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE 

COFFEE MORNING 
 
 

Wednesday 1st July 
Wednesday 5th August 

 
The Village Hall  

10.30 – 12.00 midday 
 

Tea or Cafetiere Coffee 
 and Biscuit £1.50 

 
Jigsaws and Books £1.00 each 

also 
Sandra’s delicious cakes           

 
 

  Do come and join us                                                                               
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Colin Campbell
Local Electrician

T:  01306 883 126
M: 07770 760 581

colincampbell146@btinternet.com

 Registered Part P 
 Approved Contractor 

We are a local tree surgery company offering all 
aspects of tree works by our qualified and fully 
insured team.  

info@ttasurreyltd.co.uk 
0800 1978490 

Sundown Cottage, Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey, RH4 3QE 

• Tree surgery 

• Felling 

• Stump removal 

• Planting 

• Hedge cutting 

• Consultancy 

• Oak Processionary 
Moth treatment & 
nest removal  

Westcott based 

01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

• Established 1926, 
Capel-based 
and family owned

• For STRESS-FREE
local, national and
worldwide moves

• Contact us 
for your FREE
estimate...

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •
• Qualified Florists • Fresh Flowers & Plants • Local Delivery •

• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral Tribute Specialists • Interflora Worldwide •

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511  • E: fbe@btconnect.com

www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk

A6 advert.qxp_Layout 1  25/05/2017  02:44  Page 1
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE HALL UPDATE
 

We are delighted to announce that planning permission has been granted 
for the nine  houses on the Furlong Road site and for the new village hall on 
the Institute Road site. Having passed this important milestone, and following 
the resolution passed at the General Meeting by the inhabitants of the village 
on April 29th, we have entered into a new phase of work. The trustees have 
engaged a project manager to work on internal design, detailed costs and 
prepare a tender pack which will be used to secure our building contractor 
for the village hall construction. We have also appointed a land agent to 
market and sell the Furlong Road site. 

The trustees’ focus is turning to fundraising. We have sufficient funds for the 
project manager to do the majority of the initial work, however there is a 
shortfall. If you are interested in donating to the project, please contact us 
at info@westcottvillagehall.com. In addition to donations, the Trustees are 
organising fundraising events. In May, 96 people enjoyed a Fish‘n’Chip Quiz 
Night, hosted by our very own Andy Johnson, which raised £1,500. A big 
thanks to those who joined in and of course to Andy. Other events coming 
soon are:

• Rock Choir (19th June – which will have been held by the time you read this!)
• Westcott Open Gardens (28th June)
• Six Mole Hills Marathon Walk (10th October)
We look forward to seeing you at these events.

We would like to give our warmest thanks to everybody who has  supported 
us - attended events, voted at meetings, baked cakes and donated raffle 
prizes. This is a truly community-led project. Everyone’s patience has finally 
been rewarded, after a long journey through the planning system, and we 
are excited to be starting the next stage of giving Westcott a wonderful new 
Village Hall.

Westcott Village Hall Trustees
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01306 740 555

 Buildings and Contents
 Worldwide Travel
 UK Holiday Homes
 Collections, Antiques & Art

Bespoke Insurance 
For Your Home & 
Lifestyle

www.anthonywakefield.com

Anthony Wakefield & Company Ltd is authorised & regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority with reference: 307545.  
Company number: 01756254. Our registered office is Holmbury, The Dorking Business Park, Station Road, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1HJ.

Sherlock Funeral Service 
130-year-old, independent, 

family business. 

• Funeral Directors & Monumental 
Masons 

• Private Service Chapel & Rest 
Rooms 

• Home visits if required 
• Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 

Trellis House 
190 South Street  
Dorking RH4 2ES 
T: 01306 882266 
E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk 

Sherlock Funeral Service 
is a part of Stoneman 
Funeral Service as of 

2010. 

Lawn Mowing
Lawn Treatments
Garden Tidy Ups
Turfing
Hedge Cutting
Pressure washing

Dorking and surrounding areas

07905 160765
phil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk
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              ABINGER NURSERY
Leith Hill is a 
brilliant place 
for a toddle 
to the top!  So 
we hold our 
s p o n s o r e d 

walk there each year to raise much 
needed funds that support our learning 
journey and nursery resources.  It’s also 
a chance for us to spend time with our 
families and friends on a mini adventure 
to reach the ‘castle’ in the woods. Add 
in homemade cake and jelly worms at 
the summit and a roll down the hill (our 
parents absolutely love this part!!) and 
you’ve got a pretty perfect morning. 
Thanks so much to all who came or 
donated – it was a great morning.

We were recently given a grant to buy 
some brand new building blocks in 
which we can thoroughly lose ourselves 
with our imaginations as we create 
everything and anything! Our teachers 
gave us some interesting pictures of 
buildings and bridges from around the 
world to for inspiration. Of course we 
ended up with a more local structure – 
that’s right Leith Hill again!

If you happen to live in the countryside 
there is a good chance you will get to 
see many bunnies playing in the fields, 
maybe even the famous Peter! Our 
Drama Llama teacher made use of 
our lovely garden and we donned big 
floppy ears and terribly twitchy noses, 
wiggly whiskers and big thumpery feet 
and finally a fluffy cotton tail before, 

hopping around to look for Peter. We 
needed to warn him not to venture into 
Mr McGregor’s garden despite the big 
juicy lettuces and carrots! Do you think 
he listened to us or lead us astray?!

We have been 
nurturing a 
collection of 
caterpillars – 
feeding them 
little bits of 
veg and waiting patiently as they 
gradually wrapped themselves up in 
their sleeping bag like cocoons. We 
watched in wonder as they emerged 
as beautiful butterflies with soft colourful 
wings flapping away!  Then the big day 
came when we had to set them free. 
They flew happily on to their new lives in 
the wild as we waved them off.

To celebrate our caterpillars flying the 
nest we decided to make delicious 
doughy butterfly pizzas! We mixed and 
kneaded and moulded a butterfly 
shape as a base then later chose from 
a variety of yummy toppings to create 
symmetrical patterns on their wings. A 
tasty dinner for our tummies!

If you would like to join our nursery family 
please don’t hesitate to get in touch – 
we still have spaces for September. For 
more information or to book a show 
around call 07842 978823 or email 
abingercommonnursery@gmail.com 
We can’t wait to meet you!

Kate Fairbrass
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURAL • SCHOOLS • ACOUSTIC

 HOARDING • GATES • SECURITY 

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD
T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745

E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
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info@astartaxi.co.uk

A-Star Taxis
01306 882299

ALL OCCASIONS
ANY LOCATION

AIRPORTS  HOTELS  PUBS  RESIDENTIAL 
CLUBS  7 SEATER  6 SEATER  ESTATE

SALOON  PRESTIGE  WHEELCHAIR ACCESS
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Obituary Notices

It is with deep regret that the Westcott 
Local History Group records the deaths 
of two of its long-standing members in 
May. Both the Group’s founder, Terry 
Wooden, and committee member 
Roger Christian passed away within 
days of each other. They were both 
born in 1936 from very different 
backgrounds and upbringings but 
met on the same Basic Training course 
for National Service and didn’t meet 
again until their Westcott days. Funeral 
arrangements were not available 
at the time of compilation; a fuller 
tribute outlining their contributions 
to the Group and the wider village 
community will appear in a subsequent 
edition or newsletter.

Terry Wooden

Terry moved to Westcott in 1988 and 
quickly became active in local affairs 
with a particular focus on the village’s 
history. In 1998 he led the establishment 
of the Westcott Local History Group 
and served as its chair. Under his 
leadership the Group developed into 
a prominent local organisation. Terry 
personally assembled and digitised 
a colossal archive of historical 
material, preserving sources that will 
benefit researchers and residents 
alike. Health issues led him to step 
back from active duties in 2016, but 
his significant contributions endure. 

      WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP 

His stewardship and dedication to 
documenting Westcott’s past will be 
long remembered by those interested 
in local history in Westcott and Dorking.
 

Roger Christian

Roger had been a committee 
member and for many years, as 
‘Scribe’, contributed the column 
that reported the Group’s activities 
in the village magazine. A resident of 
Westcott for more than four decades, 
he was a well-known and engaged 
member of the community. Roger was 
a committed member of Holy Trinity, 
maintaining his attendance even as 
mobility became more challenging. 
He tended the churchyard for many 
years and systematically recorded 
readable memorial inscriptions, 
creating a valuable record for 
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Nower HouseNower House  
Residental Care HomeResidental Care Home

Nower House | Coldharbour 
Lane | Dorking | Surrey | 

RH4 3BL

Nower House provides excellent care for residents 
on either a permanent or respite basis. 

We’re here to help,
Call us at 01252 979111 
to find the right care for you

www.awvs.org.uk                email: marketing@awvs.org.uk

 Dorking’s local Charity, 
improving the lives of older people for over 40 years

Care Before ProfitCare Before Profit
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          WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP (cont.)

genealogical and historical reference.
Roger held the post of Secretary of 
the Conservative Branch for twelve 

years and served as a Trustee of the 
Reading Room. He was an enthusiastic 
supporter of the Westcott Gardeners 
Club, renowned for successful seed 
propagation and for generously 
sharing his surplus plants. He regularly 
participated in the village Flower 
Shows and various community events, 
and he supported recreational and 
cultural activities including music, 
travel, bridge and local tennis 
tournaments. Roger’s active service 
and commitment to village life were 
exemplary; a true Gentleman, he will 
be greatly missed.

John Clachan and 
Madeleine Brooks
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BUY, SELL or LET
your property with…

Local  People  • Local  Knowledge • Local  Experts

27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey  RH4 2JZ
www.seymours-estates.co.uk

Seymours Dorking
01306 776674

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk 

Please do contact us on 01306 712 200
Or email us at: info@southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

South East Tree Surgeons are a Family-
Run business & offer an individual, 

personal service. We have been 
established over 22 years.

We provide a 24 Hour Emergency Service 
to Commercial businesses, local councils 

& private individuals. We offer Free 
written quotations & advice without any 

obligation.

Our Tree Surgery teams are Friendly, 
Qualified & insured. You can find out 

more about us on our website:  
www.southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

Paying for social care using direct payments?
If you or someone you care for gets help from Social Services, you can apply for direct payments. 

These let you choose and buy the services you need yourself, instead of getting them from Social Services.
If you receive your care from Social Services, and you would like to know more about moving to 

Greenway Homecare, by using direct payments, please contact us today for a free information pack.

GREENWAY HOMECARE
As a family-run care agency, we pride ourselves on the 

fact that our care professionals were born and live locally, 
knowing the history and the area, and have a passion for 

delivering the care that we would have wished for our parents.

Whether you are a private client or funded by 
Social Services, you can benefit from person-centred 
care that you will come to expect from Greenway.
• No missed calls 
• Staying the length of the call
• Continual investment in its care professionals, 
     from a Wheelchair Access Vehicle to an ELK 
     (a lifting cushion designed to lift a fallen person).

We believe that by offering our 
clients more choice, we enable them 

to maintain their independence, ultimately 
allowing them to prosper. Anything we can 

do to make their life easier can only be 
beneficial, from preparing a well-balanced 
nutritional meal to picking up prescriptions.
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St John’s Community Centre Update

The west end of St John’s (as shown 
in this ChatGPT pencil sketch!) 
is one of the iconic views in the 
village, but also very exposed 
to the elements and in need of 
some love and care.  Over the 
summer months you may well 
notice scaffolding going up to do 
some essential restoration work as 
we have commissioned two new 
windows in the same design as the 
original gothic ones (that are sadly 
collapsing with rot) and will also be 
restoring the cupola.  Once done 
the cupola and other original white 
woodwork will be redecorated.

I was surprised to discover that 
there is a fairly large bell hung 

in the cupola (seen viewed from below), but for those who have been in the 
village longer than me you may well remember it being rung for services.  An 
initial inspection looks like it is from the 
famous Whitechapel foundry in London, 
but we hope to find out a bit more when 
we have proper access. 

The Chapel and Hub will remain open 
as normal throughout the work, and 
we are very grateful to Mole Valley 
District Council and the National Lottery 
Community Fund for their financial 
support of the project.

Simon Mabley

ST JOHN’S UPDATE
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Our approachable and committed solicitors will 
discuss and assess your needs and find the 

right solution for you.
Oak Green House, 250-256 High Street, 

Dorking, Surrey RH4 1QT
01306 877592

enquiries@surreyhillssolicitors.co.uk
www.surreyhillssolicitors.co.uk

Surrey Hills Solicitors offer 
a wealth of legal experience 
in key areas and sectors 
including:
• buying, selling, leasing property
• resolving a dispute
• problems with employment
• forming a charity or a business
• divorce and relationship issues

07846 508117

WWW.HANNAHSCHELLANDER.COM

ANXIETY & PANIC ATTACKS

FEARS & PHOBIAS

TRAUMA & PTSD

CONFIDENCE

SLEEP PROBLEMS

UNWANTED HABITS

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT

 

CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPY � TRAUMA THERAPY

Tel: 01306 740003 • Email: info@bramleyhouse.net 
Web: www.bramleyhouse.net

Westcott Street, Westcott 
Dorking RH4 3NX

Bramley House is a residential home from 
home set in beautiful grounds nestled 
in the heart of the Surrey Hills. We pride 
ourselves on tailoring to all levels of 
residential care needs from respite breaks 
and companionship reasons through to 
dementia and more complex requirements.

 24 hour care and support
 16 delightful rooms
 Friendly caring staff
 Freshly prepared meals
 Permanent & respite stay
 Varied activities and outings
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WESTCOTT PHOTOS

These lower 4 
pictures were 

taken and sent 
in by Andy 

Cunningham, 
showing various 

aspects of 
Westcott

This shot across 
Landbarn Farm on a 
misty morning was 

taken by Anna Kemkers 
and in her words, made 
her think of ‘the hope of 

a new day’
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Mrs Cooke’s Dyslexic, ADHD, 
and ASD Students Services

Specialist Support 
for Secondary School 

Students

Does your 
child struggle with:
  Reading, spelling or writing?
  Staying focused, organised, or revising for exams?
  Confi dence and motivation? 

My services include:
  1:1 dyslexia support
  Study & revision skills 
coaching
  Organisation & planning 
strategies
  Online or in-person 
sessions (Dorking area)

Get in touch:
07950 759 105

karenannecooke11@gmail.com
Free initial phone consultation available

I am Karen Cooke,
a qualifi ed Specialist 
Dyslexia Tutor with 

over 20 years’ 
experience

Wanderfox Travel
Independent Travel Advisor

email me:
charlotte@wanderfoxtravel.co.uk

message:
+44 7751 838733

instagram:
@wanderfoxtravel

Charlotte Michel is an independent travel advisor under InteleTravel UK, 
ABTA membership P7384. 

InteleTravel UK are appointed agents of our ATOL-protected suppliers

City Breaks
Adventure Trips
Honeymoons
UK Staycations
Boutique Hotels
Family Holidays
Cruises
Skiing
Golf Trips
Lapland
Disney Breaks
Theatre Tickets
Transfers
Excursions

Don’t know where to
start with trip planning?
I’m Charlotte, a Westcott

based Independent
Travel Advisor.

Let me help you plan,
with no extra cost to

you..

I am partnered with
hundreds of top brands
and travel suppliers and
can book anything travel

related including...
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WESTCOTT PHOTOS (cont.)

The bees 
were taken in 
Westcott and 
the fabulous 
bird pictures 

at the Wotton 
Hatch, all by 

Fiona Humphrey

The two photos showing our local 
area in all its glory were taken by 

James Friend
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Bathroom renovations 
and all plumbing services

07977 220465/01306 887282
dvanaplumbing@gmail.com

DORI VANA
PLUMBING

Porter & Company (IFA) Ltd is an Appointed Representative of Porter & Company (IFA) Ltd is an Appointed Representative of 
Best Practice IFA Group which is authorised and regulated by the Best Practice IFA Group which is authorised and regulated by the 

Financial Conduct AuthorityFinancial Conduct Authority

Independent Financial Adviser

Dorking
t: 01306 644 695

e: simon.porter@porterifa.co.uk   w: porterifa.co.uk
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WESTCOTT PHOTOS (cont.)

This great sunset 
shot was taken 
from St John’s, 

Wotton by Chris 
Smewing

Wide Awake Club! 
needs you!

We are looking for volunteers Monday-Friday mornings
who can help support the Hub with pre-school breakfasts.

Contact us at team@westcottvillagehub.co.uk  or pop  into the hub for a volunteer form

• 7.30-8.30 - Opening/Closing - Full Training Given

• Would suit parent/carer who uses the service

• Cover one day a week during term time would be wonderful
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The Perfect Venue for any event 

 
Amenities and the venue:  

• 1 x large hall (100 people) 
• 1 x meeting room (8 people) 
• Drop down projector screen 
• Wi-Fi 
• Gas heating 

 

• Fully equipped kitchen with all 
amenities + tableware for 85 people 

• 17 large trestle tables + smaller 
tables and chairs for 100 people 

• Large car park onsite 
•     Full alcohol licence 

 
Hire rates  

These depend on when you hire, and discounts are given to regular users. Rates start at £8  
per hour (minimum 4 hours’ booking), please contact our Booking Secretary Deborah on 
info@westcottvillagehall.com to discuss. 

 
The current village hall is likely to be redeveloped within the next 1-2 years, replacing it with a 
modern, flexible, sustainable community facility. We will give our users at least 6 months’ notice of 
the anticipated closure date so that everyone will have enough time to secure a replacement venue 
during the building period. 
 

 

 
 

   Village Hall 

 

 

The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the 
heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills. It is a flexible 

space with diverse amenities available for hosting classes, parties, 
meetings and functions. 
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    Tuesday 14th July 2026

Edouard Manet and Music: Dr Lois Oliver

Music was a constant theme in Edouard Manet’s life and art. Regular musical 
soirées were held at the Manet family home. His pictures of musicians and their 
audiences range from major early canvases depicting itinerant gypsy musicians 
and Spanish dancers, through to paintings encompassing the full range of Parisian 
musical culture.  Bringing together Manet’s art and the music that inspired him, 
this lecture immerses you in Manet’s world.

This meeting will start at 10.15am for the 2026 AGM in 
the Denbies Suite. Papers will be on the website by 20 
June. The lecture will follow at 10.30. This will be the last 
lecture of the 2025/26 year. We look forward to seeing you 
again in October. For more information please visit www.
theartssocietydorking.org.uk

  Holy Trinity Church, Westcott 

Monday 20th July 2026, 7.30 p.m. 
The King’s Men Cambridge are returning to 

Westcott for another concert, with a repertoire including early church music, 
spirituals, folk and pop songs. 
Tickets £18 margaretj.stephen@gmail.com 07590 652490 

 

 



40

 

THE	CRICKETERS	CIRCLE	

Westcott's	Home	for	Music,	Conversation	&	Hospitality	

The	Cricketers	Circle	is	bringing	one	of	Westcott's	most-loved	buildings	back	to	
life	as	a	place	where	people	can	gather,	connect,	celebrate	and	be	inspired.	

Following	 two	 highly	 successful	 inaugural	 Music	 Salons,	 The	 Cricketers	 Circle	 is	
establishing	a	programme	of	intimate	cultural,	social	and	community	events	in	the	
great	salon	tradition	—	where	music,	conversation	and	hospitality	come	together.	

Whether	 attending	 a	 live	music	 evening,	 sharing	 ideas	with	 colleagues,	 hosting	 a	
private	 gathering,	 joining	 a	 wellbeing	 activity	 or	 simply	 enjoying	 good	 company,	
guests	will	Dind	a	distinctive	and	welcoming	setting	in	the	heart	of	the	village.	

THE	CRICKETERS	CIRCLE	IS	AVAILABLE	FOR:	

Music,	Jazz	&	Cultural	Evenings		•		Private	Receptions	&	Celebrations		•		Business	
Meetings	&	Small	Boardroom	Sessions		•		Therapy,	Wellbeing	&	Professional	
Consultation		•		Creative	Workshops,	Presentations	&	Discussion	Groups		•																			

The	Cricketers	Care	Circle	

COMING	NEXT	
GIN	&	JAZZ	NIGHT	

Wednesday	8	July	2026	•	7.00	pm	
An	intimate	evening	of	live	jazz,	conversation	and		

specially	curated	gin	cocktails	inspired	by	the	music.	
	

Hosted	by	Gigantic	Worx	Foundation	Ltd	
For	event	enquiries,	room	hire	and	future	programmes:	

Contact	our	Resident	Host,	Chevalier	Richard	Winter-Stanbridge	
Tel:	01306-713426		email:	pr@thecricketerscircle.com																																																

https://www.facebook.com/TheCricketersCircleWestcott/
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Dorking Choral Society 
presents

LIFT EVERY 
VOICE AND SING

ST PAUL’S CHURCH 
DORKING  RH4 2HT

C O P L A N D ,  G E R S H W I N ,  L A U R I D S E N  A N D  M O R E
M A R K I N G  2 5 0  Y E A R S  O F  A M E R I C A N  I N D E P E N D E N C E

REFRESHING PIMMS 
AND SOFT DRINKS 
AVAILABLE TO BUY

4TH JULY AT 4PM

 Conductor : Daniel Mahoney
Piano : Oliver Sullivan

 www.dorkingchoralsociety.org.uk 

Tickets £18

including pieces by 

VOICES UNITED    HISTORY HONOURED    HOPE RENEWED

Justin Doyle is Chief Conductor and Artistic Director of the RIAS Kammerchor Berlin, one of
the most eminent choirs in the world.

He has held the position of Professor for Choral Conducting at the Hochschule für Musik
Hanns Eisler Berlin and Visiting Professor for Choral Conducting and Early Music at the
Sibelius Academy in Helsinki.

Justin was Dorking Choral Society’s Conductor early in his career and we are fortunate in
continuing to have his support as the President of DCS.

invites you to join us for a

singing workshop

led by the internationally

renowned conductor

Justin Doyle 
© Oliver Look

Bach Magnificat 
We will be singing the 

Saturday July 11 , 2026 10-4.30 th

There will be an informal performance at the end of the day

TIckets are £25 for the day and includes music, tea, coffee and cake.  
Please bring  your own lunch.

Crossways Baptist Church, Junction Road, 
Dorking RH4 3HB

For further details and to book
www.dorkingchoralsociety.org

Dorking Choral Society
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remedial roofing 
• provided or intended for people with roof issues and deficiencies. 
“remedial roofing”We specialise in:

New roofs, 
slate & tiled roof 

specialists

ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED

Recommended, vetted & monitored local traders and service providers. Recommended by 
previous customers, vetted by Checkatrade, monitored via customer feedback. Obtain an up-to-

date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com

All roof repairs, 
moss removal & 
gutter clearance

New uPVC 
Fascia, soffit & 

guttering

Flat roofs, 
traditional felt & 
GRP fibreglass

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:

01306 304736 | 07852 833802                         

info@remedialrooÞng.co.uk                                                     
www.remedialrooÞng.co.uk


Average Score 10/10
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             WESTCOTT VILLAGE FORUM
Westcott Neighbourhood Development 
Plan (WNDP) – a new Consultation

It is important to bring to your 
attention a new consultation 
currently being run by Mole Valley 
District Council, which closes on 21st 
July, about the safeguarding of the 
Riverbank Surgery as a community 
asset. All residents are encouraged 
to share their views by responding to 
the consultation. 

The updated WNDP was submitted 
to the Council in February for 
independent examination. The 
purpose of the examination was to 
test whether the updated WNDP 
met the basic conditions and 
other matters set out in the Town 
and Country Planning Act 1990 
(as amended). The Examiner has 
completed his investigation and 
published his report. In summary, 
the Examiner found the plan to be 
sound, subject to some suggested 
modifications, most of which were 
minor in nature. However, as a result 
of a late submission the Examiner 
suggested one major change 
which is to remove the Riverbank 
Surgery from the list of safeguarded 
Community Assets under WNDP 
Policy 7.  

MVDC have now considered the 
Examiner’s report and published 
their own Decision Statement. 
The Council has decided they will 

accept all of the modifications in 
the Examiner’s report apart from the 
suggestion to delete the Riverbank 
Surgery from the list of safeguarded 
Community Assets. This decision was 
made in light of a letter submitted 
to MVDC by the Partners of Dorking 
Medical Practice which the Council 
considered provided new and 
relevant information.  

As a result of the decision not 
to follow all of the Examiner’s 
recommendations MVDC are now 
running what is called a ‘Focused 
Consultation’ with just one specific 
question; “Should the Westcott 
Neighbourhood Development Plan 
safeguard the Riverbank Surgery 
for its existing use under Policy 
WNDP7 Community Assets?” This 
new focused consultation runs 
until 5pm on Tuesday 21 July 2026. 
It is important to make your views 
known to MVDC on this issue by 
responding to the consultation. Full 
details can be read by using this link: 
https://westcottvi l lage.com/wp-
content/uploads/2026/06/Focused-
Consultation-Document-WNDP7-
Community-Assets.pdf.

Responses can be sent by email to 
planning.policy@molevalley.gov.uk 
or in writing to Planning Policy, Mole 
Valley District Council, Pippbrook, 
Dorking, Surrey RH4 1SJ. All of the 
background documentation in 
relation to this new consultation, 
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including the Examiner’s Report, the 
Council’s Decision Notice and the 
letter from the Partners of Dorking 
Medical Practice can be viewed 
on the WNDP page of the MVDC 
website or by using this link to the 
WNDP pages of the Westcott Village 
website https://westcottvillage.
com/westcot t -ne ighbourhood-
development-plan/ 

We are grateful to Dr Vishal Sagar 
of Dorking Medical Practice who 
attended the recent Westcott 
Village Forum meeting at the end of 
June to answer questions about the 
future provision of medical services 
in Westcott. Please take the time to 
respond to the MVDC consultation.

Westcott Village Forum
forum@westcottvillage.com  

Janet Philpin - Obituary

Sadly, at the end of April, Janet Philpin passed away. Janet co-ran Westcott 
under 5’s (WUF’s) and many years later became Manager of Little Doves 
Pre-school until her retirement, when she continued to support Little Doves 
and helped out when cover was required. She also worked at the After 
School Club at the village school. Many Westcott and surrounding village 
children have passed through Janet’s care.

Janet was always full of exciting 
ideas for the pre-school and was 
diligent in her planning so that all 
areas of learning were covered. 
She was very artistic, brought an 
enthusiastic element of exercise and 
dance into the setting, she had a 
‘can do’ attitude, read a good story 
and was fun, all good attributes for 
an Early Years Practitioner.

She is survived by her husband John, 
and children Jamie and Cassie.

Jeannette Dobson

             WESTCOTT VILLAGE FORUM (cont.)



46

Let JAZ2 entertain  
you and your guests with  
the best in sophisticated, 

melodic jazz.

Ralph Sutton (piano) 
Cathy Williams (vocals)

Featuring

THE BEST OF SOPHISTICATED, MELODIC JAZZ

www.JAZ2.co.uk
Call or email Ralph Sutton for a chat about your requirements 

 07836 275102    ralph@connectusuk.com

GREAT MUSIC  EXCELLENT SOUND QUALITY  REASONABLE FEES

Add a little musical 
magic to your garden 

party, anniversary, 
charity event or any 
kind of celebration, 
indoors or outdoors.

Offi ce: 01306 252100  |  Mobile: 07502 264108
Email: mjsyred@yahoo.co.uk

 www.ambientelectricalservices.co.uk

- New electrical installations 
- Lighting design / installations
- Full and partial rewires
- Consumer units upgrades
- Security / Garden lighting
- Smoke alarm installations
- Additions and alterations
- Electrical installation condition reports
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          DORKING MUSEUM
Dorking: Cycling capital of England:  

D o r k i n g 
M u s e u m ’ s 
s u m m e r 
e x h i b i t i o n 
traces the 
cont r ibut ion 

that Dorking has made, and continues 
to make, to the development of  
cycling nationally. Dorking has been 
at the forefront of both leisure and 
competitive cycling from its earliest 
days. In the early 1890s, the town was 
home to two-week festivals of cycling 
as summer camps attracted thousands 
to cycle on Box Hill and Ranmore. 
The appearance of early cars began 
a battle for the use of roads, and in 
1893, the Dorking Cycling Club sought 
support from Lord Ashcombe for a 
Universal Lights Bill requiring vehicles to 
carry lights after 
dark. Cycling 
still remains an 
important part 
of Dorking life 
today. 

The exhibition traces the story from the 
earlier history of cycling in Dorking to 
the 2012 Olympics, the Tour of Britain 
and the worldwide reputation of the 
Zig Zag. The Museum’s ‘penny-farthing’ 
bicycle is now joined by an original 
‘boneshaker’, the first type of true 
bicycle with pedals, which was called 
velocipede by its manufacturers.  
The exhibition features a wealth of 
information, photos and memorabilia.

Walking in Dorking:  Enjoy one (or 
more) of our popular guided walks this 
month featuring:  
- Hidden Dorking: Features of Dorking 
that you may have missed before: 
Sundays 12th July, 2pm, and 16th 
August, 11am.
- Betchworth 
Castle with 
exclusive access 
to the Castle 
e n c l o s u r e : 
Sundays 12th July 
and 9th August, 2pm.
- The Deepdene Trail with exclusive 
access to the Hope family mausoleum: 
Sundays 19th July, and 23rd August, 
2pm. Cream teas are now available 
at the Clubhouse to Dorking Golf Club 
before or after our guided walks. 
- Four centuries 
of Architecture 
on Dorking’s 
main streets: 
Sunday 19th 
July, 2pm.
- Dorking’s Historic Pubs: former and 
current pub sites, with tales of their 
services, owners and customers.  
Saturday 1st August, 6pm.
Please see dorkingmuseum.org.uk/
guided-walks-around-dorking/ for 
details and booking of scheduled 
walks (please book in advance) or for 
private group bookings. 

South Street Caves tours:  One of 
Dorking’s most popular attractions, 
the 17th century South Street Caves lie 

Photo by Lois Leyland
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Accountants for Life

T: 01306 880880
E: partners@bullimores.co.uk

W: www.bullimores.co.uk
Bullimores LLP licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity 
of non-contentious probate in England & Wales by the ICAEW

 Tax • Accounts • Probate
Inheritance Tax & 

Executorship
J.A. JOINERY

TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

 

Building Plans 
For Home Improvements & Extensions 

Many local projects completed 
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals 

Fast Efficient Service 
“Established over 30 years” 

MICHAEL LLOYD 
CEng MICE MIHT 

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402 
For free consultation 

Email: michael@lloydplanning.london 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Surrey Downs Tree Care is based in 
Westcott with over 30 years of 

experience 
All aspects of tree care and hedge 

management undertaken 
 

Contact us on 07855232552 
Email Surreydownstc@gmail.com 



49

          DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)

beneath Dorking’s busy streets, where 
a series of staircases, galleries, wine 
vaults and chambers lead down to 
the ‘Mystery Chamber’, 50 feet below 
street level. Open days are Saturdays 
4th July and 1st August, tours at 10am, 
11am, 1pm and 2pm, each lasting 
about 45 minutes. For details and 
monthly open day bookings (which 
sell out fast!) see dorkingmuseum.org.
uk/south-street-caves/. Private group 
bookings may also be made, e-mail 
caves@dorkingmuseum.org.uk to 
arrange a date. 

Family Activities at Dorking Library: 
Pretend archaeological dig: Come 
and dig in the sand for old artefacts. 
What can you find? What does it tell 
you about the past? Saturday 18th 
July, 10-noon. 
‘There’s a monster in the Caves!’: If 
there was a friendly monster living in 
Dorking Caves, what might it look like 
and where would it eat, sleep, hide 
and have fun with friends? Saturday 

25th July, 10am-2pm. 
Summer Reading Challenge: Make a 
percussion instrument out of junk and 
use it to help you read to the beat of 
a poem. Saturday 22nd August 10am-
noon. At Dorking Library, St. Martin’s 
Walk, free, materials provided and 
children must be accompanied. 
We will also be represented at the 
Meadowbank Family Day, 19th July, so 
keep an eye out for us!

Surrey Hills Military Festival at Reigate 
Fort: As part of the two-day festival, 
Kathy Atherton will be giving a talk on 
Dorking in the Great War, Sunday 12th 
July at 12.30. Please see https://www.
nationaltrust.org.uk/ for further details 
of the event. 

Get involved: The Museum depends 
on its enthusiastic team of volunteers 
to maintain this valuable community 
resource. Maybe you could spare a 
few hours a month, with opportunities 
in an interesting range of key roles 
with flexible working in the Museum, 
in the community or from home.  
See dorkingmuseum.org.uk/about/
volunteer-opportunities for further 
details. 

Dorking Museum, 62 West Street.  
Thursdays 1pm-4pm, Fridays and 
Saturdays 10am-4pm, free entry.   
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk. Visit 
dorkingmuseum.org.uk/digital-guide/. 
01306 876591.
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            MUSIC IN DORKING
4th at 12.00, lunchtime concert at St Martin’s church, free
4th at 4.00, Dorking Choral Society at St Paul’s church, £18
4th at 7.30, Holmbury Choral Society at St James’ church, Abinger, £20
5th at 4.00, Bookham Choral Society at St Nicolas church, Bookham, £17
11th at 10am-4.30, Dorking Choral Society workshop, Crossways Baptist Church, £25
12th at 4.00, Leatherhead Choral Society at The Lighthouse, Leatherhead, £20

With this year marking the 250th anniversary of the American declaration 
of independence, two of our local choral societies are celebrating the 
occasion. Dorking choral society’s concert, under its dynamic conductor 
Daniel Mahoney, will include a wide range of American music, from beautiful 
settings of American poets by Morten Lauridsen and Randall Thompson, 
via Copland’s Old American Songs, to the lighter side of American music 
including Gershwin’s Summer Time. Holmbury St Mary’s concert, conducted 
by Cole Bendall, also includes a wide range of American music from Eric 
Whitacre, through Steve Reich to Simon & Garfunkel. The lunchtime concert 
at St Martin’s church will also have an American jazz theme.

Bookham choral society is also holding its summer concert.  Entitled Music 
from Latin America, the programme will include Martin Palmeri’s Misa a 
Buenos Aires – Misatango. This exciting piece is a setting of the Latin mass 
in a musical style influenced by the rhythms of Argentinian tango music. 
Leatherhead choral society’s concert – Feelin’ Groovy – offers a programme 
of songs from the 60s and 70s.

Dorking choral society is also holding a special workshop day, presented by 
its distinguished President Justin Doyle. Justin is the conductor of the RIAS 
Chamber Choir in Berlin, which is recognised as one of the world’s finest 
chamber choirs, and earlier in his career he conducted Dorking for several 
years with great success. The day will focus on JS Bach’s Magnificat, which 
Justin has performed and recorded with his choir. The workshop is sure to be 
enlightening for all choral singers, and tickets can be booked on the choir 
website. There will be an informal performance at the end of the day.

Ian Codd
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Professional 
Arborists

Dave Ford
Tree Care

Tree Felling l Pruning l Planting l  
Stump Grinding l Hedgerow 

Management l Emergency Work l
Contact us for a free quotation:

T: 01306 888 441 

E: info@davefordtreecare.co.uk

www.davefordtreecare.co.uk
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CHARTERED SURVEYORS

    

    

   
  

    
  

01306 740837   
  www.brayestates.co.uk

We are qualified and experienced chartered 
surveyors providing a personal tailored property 

consultancy service to our clients.
We are equally at home in town or country and 
have all the necessary expertise and adaptability 
to succeed in satisfying our clients’ requirements.

•  Chartered Surveyors
   fully qualified and
   regulated

•  Property Managers
   commercial, estate, 
   and unique

•  Registered Valuers
   market, charities act,
   probate, divorce,
   lending 

•  Fixers
   solving issues, building
   defects, adding value,
   general advice

We are a small family run business,  
second generation, with over 60 years experience, 
living and working locally in the village of Westcott

We follow all social distancing protocols
Our services include:
• Internal/external painting & decorating
• Wallpapering
• Building maintenance (internal & external)
• Plastering/plaster boarding
• Free estimates

For any enquiries please contact Adrian: 
Phone: 01306 882083   Mobile: 07958 712522 

Email: adrianfewings@googlemail.com

LOCAL PAINTING AND  
DECORATING COMPANY
House Painting * Windows * Doors * 

Ceilings * Walls  * Frames  
Paper Hanging 

 

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

07876 130 016
jhnsmthrs@aol.com

jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk
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          GREEN WESTCOTT
Is Climate Change Real?
Having just experienced the hottest 
May on record where many of us 
felt ill prepared for such hot weather 
in Spring, followed by the first few 
days in June bringing torrential down 
pours across the county, it is hard to 
deny that the climate is changing. 
72% to 77% of UK adults report being 
worried or fairly concerned about 
climate change. These figures are 
encouraging and yet, the intensity 
of that concern has softened 
(Department for Energy Security & 
Net Zero, 2025). The proportion of 
adults who describe themselves as 
“very concerned” has unfortunately 
declined. 

There is a growing lack of urgency 
about the rate and acceleration 
of climate change among the 
population which is very concerning. 
There may be many reasons for this, 

from issue fatigue disillusionment 
and peoples’ belief that individual 
impact is minimal, coupled with 
a lack of reporting of the facts by 
media and social media.  There is 
an underlying narrative away from 
climate denial onto one that states 
that mitigation policies are too 
expensive, that renewable energy 
is unreliable or harmful, and that it 
is too late or pointless for individual 
countries to take action. This narrative 
acknowledges the warming trend 
but focuses heavily on a ‘discourses 
of delay’, resulting in a growing trend 

of apathy among the 
population.  

Meanwhile the social 
media ‘machine’ 
pedals a narrative of 
conspiracy theories that 
preserve the myths that 
initiatives such as Net 
Zero are a restriction 
on human freedom.  
Influencers on social 
media disseminate 
disinformation which 
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Bathrooms, 
Renovations 
& Decorating 
Specialists

WE OFFER UP TO10 YEARSGUARANTEE*
*Subject to Terms and Conditions.

We are a small, Dorking-based company, 
with a highly skilled team with over 20 years 
experience, known for honest pricing, clear 
communication and high-quality workmanship.

From bathroom upgrades and wetrooms to 
small renovations and high-quality decorating, 
we provide a smooth, well-managed service 
from start to completion.

Thinking about improving your home?
At Abinger Construction, we design, 
manage and deliver high-quality 
bathroom renovations, interior 
refurbishments and decorating projects 
for homeowners across Surrey.

Our core services include:
• Bathroom renovations 

& wetrooms†

• Interior refurbishments
• Decorating & wallpapering

• Tiling, plumbing 
& electrical works

• Small to mid-scale 
home improvements
†Free bathroom design for 

local homeowners (in Westcott, 
Abinger, Shere, Peaslake & Gomshall, 

when booking a full installation)

 UNPARALLELED CRAFTSMANSHIP • TRANSPARENT COMMUNICATION • SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION

binger
Construction Ltd

To discuss your project or arrange a consultation:

01306 252266 or 07714 789660
 info@abinger-construction.co.uk   www.abinger-construction.co.uk
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          GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)
spreads like wildfire across social 
networks. The spread of disinformation 
is nothing new and has been seen as 
far back as the 1960s, where fossil 
fuel companies, politicians and think 
tanks perpetuated a discourse which 
minimised the impacts of climate 
change (European Digital Media 
Observatory,(EDMO) (2025)).

From Trump’s withdrawal from the 
Paris Agreement to Keir Starmer’s 
U-turn on the Green Investment 
Pledge, you would not be wrong in 
thinking that world leaders certainly 
are not acting with any urgency 
about climate change. 

So should we be concerned and how 
can we ascertain that the information 
we are receiving is evidenced and 
legitimate? 
On 27th November 2025, Westminster 
Hall hosted a National Emergency 
Briefing on the climate and nature 
crisis. More than 1,200 people were 
invited, including, politicians, leaders 
from business, culture, faith, sports 
and media to hear from 10 of the UK’s 
foremost experts on climate change 
and nature loss. Topics covered were: 
Weather Extremes, Climate, Tipping 
Points, Nature, Food Security, Health, 
National Security, Economics and 
Energy Transition. From this briefing 
those present were informed of 
the current scientific findings, gave 
comprehensive advice on how the 
impacts will affect us and offered 

solutions to the problems faced. 

Some highlights from the briefing I 
have laid out below:
- By 2050, 1 in 4 properties - 8 million 
in England - will be at risk of flooding.

- Heatwaves in Europe are intensifying 
faster than anywhere in the world 
and much faster than climate models 
predict.
- In 2022, nearly 3,000 people in 
England died from heat related 
causes - more than from road traffic 
accidents.
- The carbon dioxide we’re putting 
in the atmosphere now is not being 
absorbed at quite the same level as it 
was previously by the biosphere.
- The UK is the first nation to have cut its 
emissions by 50% since 1990, but that 
excludes international aviation and 
shipping and our imports and exports. 
If you include those, the reduction 
is about 20% since 1990 - 0.6% every 
year on average.
- UK monitored wildlife populations 
have declined by around 19% since 
the 1970s, with one in six species now 
at risk of extinction.
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Garden Maintenance

O�  ce:   01306  898  917
Mobile: 07887  511  515

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year

Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website

• Complete lawn care & mowing
•  Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers
•  Moss control & complete weed 

treatment
• New poly-S technology
• Border maintenance

•  Fruit trees pruned
•  Hedge trimming
•  Leaf clearing
•  Hard stand jet washing
• Tur� ng & seeding
•  Plants supplied and planting

www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk • davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Premier Gardens

W E S T  S T R E E T    D O R K I N G  

paul@revitalisefitness.com

07858 731890

@revitalisestudio_dorking

revitalisefitness.co.uk

E X C L U S I V E  P E R S O N A L  T R A I N I N G
I N  T H E  H E A R T  O F  D O R K I N G

Private coaching for adults over 40, wanting to rebuild
fitness, strength, energy and health

1-1 & Small Group Training
Strength   TRX   Rowing   Core
Nutrition & Lifestyle Coaching

Book a free discovery call

Get IT Fixed
Get IT Connected

Expert Repair & Maintenance

ChalkHill Systems
www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

We make technology work for you 

Call now on 01737 845980
Brockham based. No call out charges.

Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs.

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd   1 18/12/2013   18:26:00

07710 147512



57

- Pollinators contribute over half 
a billion pounds annually to UK 
agriculture; but pesticides and 
habitat loss continue to push them 
into steep decline.
The State of the Climate report from 
2024 stated - “We are on the brink 
of an irreversible climate disaster.” 
“Much of the very fabric of life on 
Earth is imperilled. This is a global 
emergency beyond any doubt”.

The People’s Emergency Briefing
Hosted by Chris Packham and 
featuring extracts from the expert 
briefings, a short film – the People’s 
Emergency Briefing - has been made. 
This is now available to watch across 
the UK in village halls, churches and 

community centres, with the aim of 
bringing people together across local 
communities to hear the evidence 
and discuss how to respond.

If you are interested in informing 
yourself of the state of our world 
and what we can all do about it, 
please join us at a free screening 
of the People’s Emergency Briefing 
at 7.30pm on Monday, 13th July 
in St John’s Chapel, Furlong Road, 
Westcott. Tickets are limited, so 
please book to reserve your place at  
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/
greenwestcott/2255526

Whilst so many of these pieces of 
information are shocking and difficult 
to accept, they are the facts from 
leading experts in their fields. This 
needn’t be a moment of despair, but 
one of hope if we all pull together 
to seriously address the issues of our 
precious world.  After all, our very lives 
depend on it. 

Nancy Lund
For a fully referenced version of this article 
please visit https://greenwestcott.org/blog

          GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)

Pippbrook Bowls Club

PIPPBROOK BOWLS is a friendly and sociable club  

free roll up 6pm Tuesdays - ALL welcome 

EARLYBIRD HALF PRICE SUB - richardjrode@gmail.com

07396105358 www.pippbrookbowls.co.uk Facebook
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Painters and Decorators

Working in Westcott 
since 1980

Our repeat clients prove our 
Quality and reliability

Phone for free estimates and 
local references

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.com
Tel: 01306 876110

Mobile: 07880848459

Shiers 
Decor

01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk
www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley

Buy homegrown plants direct from our nursery in Surrey. Local British produce of the 
highest quality direct from the grower.

We offer a fantastic range, all supported by expert advice and service.

Spring Reach Nursery
Long Reach
Ockham, GU23 6PG

Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 10:30am-4:30pmTrade enquiries welcome

Clematis Trees Hedging Ferns Shrubs

GrassesClimbersRosesPerennialsFruit

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.co.uk
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Look out for day-flying moths
July is a good month to look out for moths, as many 
are now on the wing. While most moth species are 
nocturnal and so fly at night, there are plenty of 
day-flying moths to look out for. In fact, here in the 
UK there are actually more day-flying moths than 
there are butterflies.  

One colourful species that is found throughout most 
of the UK is the Cinnabar moth, so named for the red 
on their hindwings and markings on their forewings. 
Their black and yellow caterpillars are often found munching their way through 
Common Ragwort. Head to grasslands and heathlands to look for them. Another 
red and black moth found in grasslands is the Six-spot Burnet. You can identify 
it by counting the six spots on each forewing – but be warned, sometimes the 
outmost spots can merge together.
  		
See more on our activities and photos or if you’re interested in joining below
Facebook: RSPB Dorking and District 	
Instagram: @rspb_dorking 
Website: https://group.rspb.org.uk/dorkinganddistrict/

Jonathan Groves

          DORKING AND DISTRICT RSPB

Cinnabar Moth: Image courtesy RSPB
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   TIMES:

The  emergency out of hours mobile number is 07501 655200
The surgery is closed and the phones are diverted from 1.00-2.00pm.

For information on advertising please contact advertising@westcottmag.com
and if you contact one of our advertisers, please mention that you saw the ad 

in this magazine, so they know it’s worth placing their ad with us! Thanks

		    Morning		   Evening
Monday	  8.00-1.00		  2.00-6.00
Tuesday	  8.00-1.00		  2.00-6.00
Wednesday	  8.00-1.00		    Closed
Thursday	  8.00-1.00		  2.00-6.00
Friday		   8.00-1.00		  2.00-6.00



Dorking Service Centre Ltd
EST. 2004

Award Winning Local Garage

www.dorkingservice.co.uk 01306 747050

Garage Services:

158 -160 South St 
Dorking 
Surrey 
RH4 2ES

MOT
While U Wait

Wheel Alignment Diagnostics Servicing 
All Makes & Models

Air Conditioning Cam-Belts

Brakes

ClutchesDigital Service  
Records

Bike MOT

Tyres
At Web Competitive  

Prices

Suspension  
& Steering




